
Storage Materials

Overview
A key element to looking after collection objects is ensuring that the correct 
package materials are being used.

This information will provide an outline of the most suitable storage materials for 
collection use.

Transcript

Getting started

When it comes to materials you should use in your collection area, there are some 
you should avoid using if possible.

Coloured tissues and fabrics as the colour may run if it gets wet.
Newspapers and other types of acidic paper and tissue.
Wool and rubber as they are sources of sulphur which causes metal corrosion. 
Wool is also very attractive to insects.
Metal paper clips and staples that will eventually rust and cause staining.
Blu-tack or adhesive tape that may come in contact with artefacts.
PVC that is often found in cheap plastic storage enclosures. PVC also 
eventually becomes tacky and releases hydrochloric acid. 
Loose foam packing does not provide good protection for objects and makes 
them difficult to remove from boxes. Starch pellets can attract insects and 
disintegrate if they get wet. 
Polyurethane foams should definitely not be used with heritage materials as 
they become acidic and crumble over time.

Archival acid-free packing materials


